L.A. - BORDEAUX GALA

   "Jean-Louis Vignes Awards"

Under the auspices of

His Excellency Pierre Vimont

 Ambassador of France to the USA
Sunday, June 15, 2008

2008 FUNDRAISING AUCTION | NON-PROFIT EVENT

The L.A.-BORDEAUX SISTER CITY COMMITTEE’s key mission is to strengthen and develop ties between the cities of Los Angeles, USA and Bordeaux, Province Aquitaine, France. The non-profit organization explores and promotes environmental, cultural, educational, trade and humanitarian exchanges and opportunities.

Goals of this fundraising

. To finance two scholarships. 

A student from the UCLA Department of Political Science will study at the Bordeaux Political Science School for 6 months and a student from the Bordeaux Political Science School will study at the UCLA Department of Political Science for 6 months.

.  To support the actions of the non-profit organization.

The Creative Encounter

In the spirit of the association's key mission to develop ties between Los Angeles and Bordeaux through cultural exchange, the 2008 fundraising event will feature two international artists, inviting them to collaborate and merge their respective creative talents.

Lloyd Klein and Mattia Biagi, two Los Angeles-based artists, enjoy an international following due to the various countries they have lived and worked in. Through this exclusive presentation, the L.A.-Bordeaux Sister City Committee will celebrate both the universally recognized talent of Lloyd Klein, whose creations convey the epitome of French elegance and 'savoir faire' in Los Angeles, as well as the exciting work of up-and-coming sculptor Mattia Biagi.

Both artists will merge and mesh their collective creative forces into a conceptually  exquisite presentation of their work. Lloyd Klein will unveil his Haute Couture collection against the dramatic backdrop of  Mattia Biagi’s unique tar universe.

In effect, the artists will co-create a performance piece combining sophisticated French Haute Couture with edgy tar crystallization artistry.

Fifteen sculptures will be presented during an art runway show, anticipated to be held in a Beverly Hills mansion by invitation only.

Twelve sculptures will be silent-auctioned during the cocktail presentation.

Three sculptures will be auctioned during the dinner.

His Excellency Pierre Vimont, Ambassador of France to the United States, with the L.A.-Bordeaux Sister City Committee will host a dinner for 150 guests.

The event will close by announcing the Jean-Louis Vignes Awards recognizing the recipients for their exemplary efforts in:

Youth & Education - 

Business Development – 

Sustainable Development - 

Arts & Culture - 

Collection specs.

To be discussed and decided in consultation with both artists

Event design

High-end decor

Luxurious Beverly Hills mansion

Clash between über-classy fashion show and trashy chic artistic direction

Performing presentation of the auctioned artworks with a creative "mise en scene"

Jazz, live music

Gastronomic sit-down dinner

Event timeline

6.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.: Cocktails. 

The audience will walk through the exhibition of the pieces to be auctioned.

7.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.: Lloyd Klein art runway with Jazz Band performance.

The silent auction will run for an hour and a half.

The press is invited to arrive at 6.00 p.m. with the opportunity to meet the artists and the award recipients.

7.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. Dinner accompanied by Jazz Band

French House of Champagne, Bordeaux Wine, exclusive fine gourmet cuisine will sponsor the dinner.

Live auction of 3 of the most exclusive pieces will run during the dinner.

Andrea Fuiczinsky, president of Christie's West Coast, will be invited to host the auction.

Audience

French Diplomatic Community

Los Angeles Political Community

Established businessmen

Public figures

Philanthropists

Art enthusiasts and collectors

High-end demographic

Publicity

TV5 Monde: Will announce and broadcast the event

KTLA: Morning Show will announce and broadcast the event

ABC (TBC)

France 3 TV 

KNTC

KcRw 

LA Times Calendar (before and after the event)

Le Monde

Hollywood Reporter

SAVOIR Magazine

French Consulate Press Office

Press Office of the City of Los Angeles 

Sponsorship opportunity and Marketing Returns

This high-end exclusive event is the opportunity for your product or service to benefit from high-value direct marketing.

Benefits

Direct outreach to a very high-end demographic

Your brand listed on all press alerts, press releases, event’s invitations, event’s program publication.

Your brand featured throughout the event: on-site visibility. 

Your brand will be visibly high-profile and recorded by the in-house photographer who will document all activity and disseminate photos to press. 

Pictures provided by WireImage

Post recap including all press and public figures that attended the event + photo opportunity images

Opportunity for distribution of branded merchandise in dedicated gift bags and celebrity gifting

Biographies

Ambassador Pierre Vimont.

President Nicolas Sarkozy appointed Ambassador Pierre Vimont Ambassador of France to the United States in 2007. Prior to his present appointment, Ambassador Vimont was chief of staff to the minister of foreign affairs, a position he

had held since 2002. He was ambassador and permanent representative of France to the European Union from 1999 to 2002. 

Ambassador Vimont joined the Foreign Service in 1977. He was first posted to London where he was First Secretary from 1978 to 1981. He then spent the next four years with the Press and Information Office at the Quai d'Orsay.  From 1985 to 1986 he was seconded to the Institute for East-West Security in New York.   Returning to Europe, he served as second counselor with the Permanent Representation of France to the European Communities in Brussels (1986-1990), and was subsequently chief of staff to the minister delegate for European affairs from 1990 to 1993. 

He went on to serve as director for development and scientific, technical and educational cooperation and then for cultural, scientific and technical relations. He was deputy director general of the entire Cultural, Scientific and Technical Relations Department from 1996 to 1997 and then director of European Cooperation from 1997 to 1999. 

Born in 1949, Pierre Vimont holds a degree in law and is a graduate of the Institute of Political Studies and the National School of Administration (ENA).

Participating Artists

Lloyd Klein was a student of architecture. Having attended a Givenchy runway show of Haute Couture in his twenties, he began a self-study of the great fashion artists of Europe and the United States. His interest focused on the work of such masters as Yves St. Laurent, Jacques Fath and the timeliness of American designer Halston.

His fascination became an obsession and in 1994 he presented his first Lloyd Klein Spring Summer collection on the elegant stage at the Opera Comique in Paris. The following season, he stunned the French fashion community by his unexpected appointment as Head Designer for the exclusive Maison Mme. Grés. His combination of intricate "Grêco" fabric draping and sublime choice of materials continued the intrinsic Mme. Grés signature tradition. According to the French fashion press, he was one of the few designers at the time to truly master this difficult and precise draping and cutting technique.

After his five-season tenure at Grés he terminated his contract to continue his signature House of Couture. His collections have been presented in London, Milan, Russia and Asia.

In 1998, Lloyd Klein set up new company headquarters in the United States and in Sept. of 1999 he presented his Spring Summer collection with New York's 7th on Sixth in the tents at Bryant Park.

Ultimo, Tootsies, Martha's, Red Velvet opened their doors.

Lloyd Klein recently presented his first official menswear collection for his fifth consecutive season press show with New York's Fashion Week.

Mattia Biagi

Born in Italy in 1974, the up-and-coming talent, Mattia Biagi, graduated from I.R.F.A., the Italian Art and Design School. He then attended the prestigious BRERA Academy of Arts. Infused by European culture, immersed in the Italian creative scene, Mattia's core creativity has grown alongside some of the most recognized artists in the fashion and design world. He has been an apprentice for Giulio Capellini for several years. 

Mattia Biagi's recent body of work has for distinctiveness the constant, yet perpetually evolving use of tar as a main medium. Mattia distorts objects. He transforms and elevates them. He takes them away from their primary functionality or nature. He brings up to us a deeper nature of theirs... The artist has this subtle and wise look of a child that invites us to look at these objects from another perspective, his singular one. The initial inspiration came from his visit to the La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles. He immediately had a visceral reaction to the tar itself as a natural element. Entranced by the texture of the mysterious tar substance bubbling up from the ground, the juxtaposition and overlapping illustrations of an earthy and natural element and the modern urban environment have transcended him.  

"I am drawn to the medium of tar for its texture, its rich black color and its sexiness. The drips and imperfections creating a new skin and depth to whatever it touches. Indeed the tar does not want to be controlled but it can be manipulated. It physically changes whatever it touches. It has long-lasting repercussions due to its permanence. My first exploration using tar as a medium was a series of tar-dipped teddy bears. The combination of such a dramatic-looking ingredient (tar) and the innocence of the stuffed teddy bear resulted in a loaded and charged image. Sensual aesthetic, suffocation, maternal cocoon and childish feelings, fantastical nightmare, etc. were all evoked with this first series." Mattia Biagi 

The Katrina natural catastrophe has moved Mattia deeply, as it has all of us. When the natural environment takes over, putting our life in danger and destroying the material elements of our human-made environment. Driven by this wonder at that time, Mattia has expressed his concerns and thoughts through the Tar Design series; the "Tar House". Tar is nature. 

The Tar movement overtakes, overlaps, takes and transforms the initial functional object into an unfunctional object; which has for only function to transport a message through a singular aesthetic code. 

Added to this core message comes along the question of "Time": Mattia's pieces had a life before and they still live as the Tar evolves along. 

Mattia's work is Peter Panesque; it is playful and sense-bearing. It evokes the set of an imaginary world, a fantastical satyr of the here below in a unique aesthetic linguistic. "The TAR Collection" originates from Biagi's childhood obsession with dipping cookies into milk and has grown to the grim 21st century and its sociological model... Welcome to the fantastical world of 'Mattia and the Tar Factory'.

